– The Rector’s Ruminations, continued from page 1

Mitzvah Day Captains Needed

I expressed my gratitude for this milestone in the life of
our diocese in a letter to my colleagues, printed below.
Please continue to pray for the unity of the church.

The fourth annual Mitzvah Day Initiative, our annual
“day of caring” wherein captains and volunteers from
Rodef Shalom and Calvary Church conduct projects as
defined by agencies throughout the community, will take
place on Sunday, April 6, 2008.
The coordinators of the initiative are now actively recruiting
captains to serve as leaders for projects. A captain takes
on the responsibilities of: signing up volunteers to serve;
orienting their team to the project; and overseeing the
effort on Mitzvah Day. Co-captains are typically recruited
for each project, one from Rodef Shalom and one from
Calvary Church, with the goal to have leaders and
volunteers from each congregation serving together.
Captains will receive training in their role.
If you have served as a captain in prior years, we will be in
touch with you to ascertain your intent this year. If you
have not served in this capacity before and would like to,
please e-mail Phil Parr using pbparr1@verizon.net or call
him at 412-441-0939 to inform him.

Faithfully, your rector and friend,

1 February 2008
Reverend and dear colleagues:
I write to let you know that my heart was gladdened
when I read in the Post-Gazette yesterday that you
had informed Bishop Duncan of your decision to
remain in the Episcopal Church. I recognize that it
has been costly, and even painful, for you to take this
stand. In so doing, you have, in my opinion, struck a
blow for Anglican comprehensiveness. Many of us
have long believed that the difficulties facing The
Episcopal Church today, however serious, in no way
necessitate a parting of the ways of the sort that the
bishop has espoused. In this regard, we have stood
with most of TEC, believing that Anglicanism has a
broad tent, embracing “all sorts and conditions” of
people with a variety of theological opinions, which
enrich and do not diminish our fellowship. You have
clearly expressed your commitment to being a voice
for reform from within that fellowship, rather than
re-aligning out of it. Thank you for affirming that
Anglicanism is about unity and not uniformity.

Lenten Book Study
Wednesday evenings February 13, 27, and
March 12 at 7 p.m.
Come Be My Light, a collection
of letters and writings by
Mother Teresa of Calcutta,
offers a window into the
deep spiritual struggles of
this modern day saint.
We will take time in this
season of Lent to read and
consider the words of
Mother Teresa as we reflect on
questions of doubt and faith.

My heart is gladdened, however, for another reason,
and that is that all of us who are committed to
building up the Episcopal Church in this place will
have the opportunity to work together toward that
end. While there are undoubtedly challenges before
us, I pray that those challenges will elicit the best in
each of us. I look forward to many collaborative
efforts involving those from both the “Epistle” and
“Gospel” sides in the months and years ahead.

The book is available in the
Calvary Bookstore.

The upcoming Lenten series in the East End, in which
three of the signatories are preachers and two are
hosts, provides us with what I trust will be an outward
and visible sign of our renewed commitment to each
other and to our beloved church.

Claudette and Harold Lewis wish to express their
profound gratitude to parishioners for the
many expressions of sympathy received at the time of
the death of Claudette’s brother, McDonald Richards.
The cards, notes, flowers and memorial gifts made in
his memory were a great source of comfort
during a difficult period.

This comes with my warmest personal regards and
prayers that the Lord whom we serve will give us
grace to keep a holy Lent.
Affectionately, your brother in Christ,

The deadline for submissions for the next issue of Agape is
Monday, February 18, 2008. Announcements may be emailed
to calvary@calvarypgh.org or delivered to the church office.
-2-

